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Loggerheads Parish 

Heritage Assets 

Overview 

The Parish of Loggerheads consists of three former civil parishes - Ashley, 
Mucklestone and Tyrley.  These were merged in 1974 to form a single civil parish 
centred around the village of Loggerheads.  The three former parishes are preserved as 
wards of the parish together with Loggerheads itself.  The local planning authority is 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council. 

As part of the production of the Loggerheads neighbourhood plan (2015 -2018) this 
document seeks to record and describe all of the heritage assets located within the 
parish.  This includes all listed buildings, monuments, conservation areas, battle sites, 
sites of archaeological interest and sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs) as well as 
a large number of historic farmsteads which form a significant part of the agricultural 
heritage of the parish. 

The assets can be divided into “designated” and “non-designated”.  Designated assets 
are those with statutory protection, including listed buildings, scheduled monuments, 
conservation areas, SSSIs and registered battle sites.  Non-designated assets consist 
mainly of local assets recorded by Staffordshire County Council but include assets 
recorded by Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council as of local interest and assets 
deemed by Loggerheads Parish Council as worthy of note. 

Each of the following sections covers one of the four wards.  Each is followed by a 
map of the ward showing the location of the documented assets.  In many cases we 
have included the National Grid Reference (NGR). 

Each asset is categorised using the following key: 

Designated Assets  DL Listed building 
    DB Registered Battle Site 
    DM Scheduled Monument 
    DS SSSI 
    DC Conservation Area 
 
Non-designated Assets NS Monument recorded by Staffs County Council 
    NN Listed by Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 
    NL Identified by Loggerheads Parish Council 
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The document has been produced for Loggerheads Parish Council by the 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group comprising some parish councillors and local 
residents.  It is sourced from mainly publicly available information, most notably the 
register of listed buildings.  Some of the architectural detail from the register will be 
of less interest to many readers so this has been printed in a smaller blue font so that it 
can be readily “skipped”. 

While this is essentially a technical document, every effort has been made to include 
human interest stories about the people associated with the recorded assets. 

We are grateful for the help of Staffordshire County Council in providing much 
detailed information on recorded monuments within the parish. 

Should you spot any errors or inaccuracies in the information contained herein, or 
have any information that would enhance the content, please e-mail 
johnknight@loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk with the details so that any future 
editions can be corrected or enhanced. 
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Ashley Ward 

Ashley was a Saxon settlement (410 AD to 
1065 AD) recorded in the Domesday Survey of 
1086 (one plough and a value of 15 shillings). 
A market was granted by Phillip de 
Burewardeslegh in 1219-1220. The market was 
held on Wednesday.  The name ‘Ashley’ means 
"land once cultivated and left fallow (Ley) in 
the near ash trees". From medieval times men 
have indiscriminately hacked clearings in the 
forests, then linked them with tracks and lanes 
following no specific pattern.  

Church of St John the Baptisti, 
Church Road, Ashley. DL 

The parish church of Ashley has 
stood in its elevated position on 
the edge of the village for over 
seven hundred years. During this 
time it has been restored and 
rebuilt at least three times. The 
present building, with the 
exception of the tower, is a 
Victorian restoration 1860-1862. 
The tower is the oldest part of the 
church, dating probably from the 
14th century, and was restored in 
the early 17th century, about 
1612. 

The earliest reference to the church is in 1205. King John visited nearby Newcastle 
and about the same time presented the revenues of the ‘ecclesia in Esselie’ (church in 
Ashley) to the Canons Regular at Montesfund, an abbey in Normandy. Forty years 
later Philip de Bromley was Lord of the Manor and patron of the church. During this 
time he was responsible for some rebuilding at Ashley. Later he was knighted by 
Henry III for his part in the rebuilding of Westminster Abbey. 

According to legend, rebuilding or restoration again took place 
between 1350 and 1400. David Kenric, a standard bearer to the 
Black Prince, son of Edward III, was on his way to the wars in 
France. He was lost in the forest that then surrounded Ashley. He 
stuck his spear in the ground and made a solemn promise that he 
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would build (rebuild) a church on that spot should he return safely from the wars. He 
kept his promise and is said to be buried in Ashley. A brass plaque behind the pulpit 
commemorates this event. There are many references to the Kenric family in the 
Parish Registers. 

In 1612 the church was again restored 
with money left by Sir Gilbert Gerard 
who died in 1592.  Sir Gilbert was a 
prominent lawyer, politician, and 
landowner of the Tudor period. He was 
returned six times as a member of the 
English parliament for four different 
constituencies. He was Attorney-
General for more than twenty years 
during the reign of Elizabeth I, as well 
as vice-chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, and later served as Master of 
the Rolls. This restoration and the 
building of the magnificent alabaster 
tomb were presumably carried out by 
his son Thomas, 1st Lord Gerard. 
Thomas was knighted by James I 
during a visit to his great house at 
nearby Gerard’s Bromley. The present 
tower is the only remaining part of this 
restoration. The Gerard monument is 
one of the largest in any parish church 
in the country. Staffordshire has a 
number of substantial alabaster church 
monuments. There was a mine and a 
workshop in Burton-on-Trent run by 
Flemish workers fleeing persecution. 
However, recent research suggests that 
the Gerard monument might have used 
workers attached to the royal court, and 
been transported in sections before 
erection on the spot.  

The Kinnersley chapel in the south aisle of the church contains a number of fine 
memorial sculptures from the first half of the nineteenth century, commemorating 
another family who were patrons of the church and whose memorial fund still 
supports children's work in the area, particularly with the local school. 

During the Reformation period, Staffordshire was well-known as a centre of 
recusancy (remaining Catholic in contravention of the law) and there were a number 
of Catholic gentry who gathered Catholic tenants around them for mutual support in 

Gerard tomb 

Kinnersley chapel 
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the county. Ashley was part of that. The Gerard family, whose monument is so 
prominent in the church although their grand house nearby, Gerard’s Bromley, no 
longer stands, had a number of openly Catholic members, including John, a Jesuit 
priest who escaped to Liege after being tortured after the Gunpowder Plot; Lord 
Charles, who refused the oath of conformity after the Glorious Revolution of 1688 and 
so could not sit in the House of Lords; and Lady Mary, who died at Jaffa on her way 
back from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and whose embalmed body was later found near 
the Gerard tomb.  However, in 1630 Dr John Lightfoot, perhaps the most 
distinguished and scholarly of Ashley’s incumbents, was appointed by the firmly 
Protestant Sir Rowland Cotton of Norton-in-Hales.  Cotton encouraged Lightfoot in 
his studies of Hebrew, and Lightfoot built a study in his garden to escape the noise of 
a young family while he became one of the great Hebraists of his time.  He wrote a 
harmony of the four gospels and calculated the creation of the world as coming in 
3929 BC, slightly later than Archbishop Ussher’s more famous 4004 BC.  He then 
moved to London where he became active in the Puritan Westminster Assembly in the 
1640s, and later became Master of St Catherine’s, Cambridge and Vice-Chancellor of 
the University.  His brother Josiah took over the parish, but John never forgot his 
roots: most of his books have ‘John Lightfoot, Staffordiens’ on the title page.  It was 
in that century that the tower, the oldest surviving part of the church today, was 
rebuilt. Ashley then was still a small agricultural village, with less than a hundred 
inhabitants. 

In 1751 the Meynell family acquired one third of the Manor of Tyrley, including 
Heighley Castle and property in Ashley from an heir of the Gerards.  The first Hugo 
Meynell of Bradley, Derbyshire was MP for Stafford 1774-1780 and was ‘long 
esteemed the first fox-hunter in the kingdom’.  His second son Hugo in 1782 married 
Elizabeth Ingram Shepheard one of five daughters of the last Lord Irvine and acquired 
the Ingram estates in Lincolnshire. The family seat was moved to Hoar Cross, 
purchased in 1794 by Hugo Meynell Junior from the Earl of Shrewsbury. 

Although in 1845 it is recorded ‘The rector has recently expended £20 on the chancel 
which is now in excellent repair’ by the 1860s the church as a whole was in a rough 
state. (Rectors were responsible for the chancel, the congregation for the rest of the 
church).  From 1860-62 a major restoration of the church took place.  The church was 
in ‘ruinous state’ and was completely demolished except for the tower.  In the new 
building there was no longer a west door.  A new chancel and sanctuary extended the 
church eastwards to its present length and the north and south aisles were widened. 
The inside of the church was refurbished and the Gerard chapel (1612) and the 
Kinnersley chapel (1829) became an integral part of the church.  The architect was 
John Ashdown of London and the cost was £3,000.  Hugo Charles Meynell Ingram, 
Admiral Meynell Ingram, his brother, Thomas Kinnersley and Miss Kinnersley 
donated £2,100; the rest was raised by the parish. 
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In 1910 the interior of the 
church was completely 
restored as a gift from 
Frederick Lindley Meynell in 
memory of his sister the Hon. 
Emily Meynell nee Wood, of 
Hoar Cross. She was the 
daughter of Charles Wood, 
1st Viscount Halifax. Lady 
Meynell Ingram was a 
prolific letter writer and 
diarist, as well as being an 

accomplished sketcher and 
water colourist.  As a child 
she was often summoned to Buckingham Palace to play with Princesses Victoria, 
Helena and Louise.  She met her future husband, Hugo Francis Meynell Ingram whilst 
staying as a house guest at Chiswick, the home of Lady Harcourt.  Frederick was the 
eldest son of Hugo Charles Meynell Ingram and was eighteen years older than Emily. 
The politics of the two families were different, the Woods being Whigs and the 
Meynells Tory.  Her happy marriage to Hugo Meynell Ingram ended after only seven 
years with his death in a hunting accident in 1871. They had no children. In his 
memory she built and furnished the magnificent church at Hoar Cross.  She was 
patron of Ashley Church until her death in 1904, when she left her fortune, lands and 
advowson of Ashley to her favourite brother Frederick Lindley Wood. One of the 
conditions was that he changed his name to Meynell.  This he did, and in memory of 
his sister, expressed a wish to ‘beautify’ Ashley Church at his own expense.  The 
Easter Vestry Meeting of 1909 thanked Mr. Meynell and proposed that he should do 
whatever he wished to beautify the church. 

The architect was Mr. Charles Hare of London, a pupil of the great Victorian church 
architect Mr. George Bodley, and the work was carried out by Messrs. Bridgman & 
Sons, ecclesiastical builders of Lichfield.  The work cost more than the £2,000 at first 
envisaged by Mr. Meynell.  The present interior of the church is that planned by Mr. 
Meynell.  It is his true monument.  Unfortunately he died in 1910, on October 10th, 
just six months after the 
dedication of the restored church, 
also as a result of a hunting 
accident. 

The suspended organ case and 
bird's nest balcony were installed 
during the 1910 restoration.  The 
organ was built by Peter 
Conacher of Huddersfield and 
was rebuilt by Hill Norman and 
Beard in 1971.  It is a fine 

  Hugo Meynell Ingram Lady Emily Ingram 
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example of a two manual tracker action and maintained in excellent working order for 
weekly services and concerts. 

Harding memorialii DL located near the south porch.  Pedestal tomb. C.1830.  

Sandstone ashlar. Square in section. Moulded plinth and capping with rosettes to 
corners above plinth, shallow pyramidal top with carved urn finial. Shaped 
inscription panels on south and west sides commemorate Elizabeth and Samuel 
Harding respectively, but the dates and much of the wording are indecipherable. 

War Memorial at Ashley Churchiii NN 

A war memorial in the churchyard at Church of St John the 
Baptist, Ashley.  22 local residents who died in the Great War 
are listed. 

 

Church of Our Lady and St 
John the Baptistiv. Church 
Road, Ashley. DL A Roman 
Catholic church and attached 
presbytery.  Built in 1823 with 
later additions and alterations 

The origin of the Catholic 
Church in Ashley after the 
Reformation can be traced back 
to Mass centres serviced by the 
Jesuits at The Rudge and at 
Gerard’s Bromley from 1760.  

The increase in toleration towards Catholics in 1791 led to services being allowed in 
registered places. Fr Thomas Howel of Swynnerton registered a chapel house at 
Ashley and dedicated it to St John the Baptist. For two years previously Mass had 
been said at Farmer Brown's house at Napely Heath by the French émigré, Abbé Louis 
Martin De Laistre, who having left France because of the Revolution, was residing 
with the Rector of Mucklestone, the Rev Offley Crewe. The Catholics of Ashley 
wrote to the Bishop successfully requesting that he be appointed as their resident 
priest and sent subscriptions to aid his appointment. 

In 1795 Fr De Laistre was able to build a small but new chapel house in Ashley and 
supported himself by giving French lessons and running a small farm that was bought 
with a loan from Mary Cartledge, widow of Philip Cartledge. The financial position of 
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the Church wasn't easy but the congregation was happy to be having Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days and agreed to send subscriptions. 

Fr De Laistre’s death in 1813 came rather suddenly at the age of 60. It was rumoured 
that he had been murdered by a farmer from whom he had acquired a piece of land. 
Rumour had it that the farmer wanted it back and De Laistre refused.  

His will, dated 1810, is most interesting. In it he left everything to Mary Cartledge 
with a request that the chapel house be continued to be used and that the Anglican 
Rector of the Parish Church, Rev Anwyl, should take all his books. His gold watch 
was to be given to Thomas Anwyl, the Reverend's son. 

There was no resident priest from 1813 until 1825. Ashley was served by Swynnerton 
and Cobridge. An appeal was sent out that Ashley was unable to support a priest, 
which would require a salary of £5 per annum, and that the chapel house was in a bad 
state of repair.  

It was around this time that Fr James Egan from Kerry became connected with 
Ashley, via Newcastle-under-Lyme. The appeal was clearly successful as Fr Egan, 
who was also a skilled architect and builder, was able to oversee the present church 
being built on land donated by Rachel Caulkin. The church, complete with stained 
glass windows, opened on October 18th 1823 being dedicated to St Bridgit. 

Fr Egan said Mass on Sundays at 10am with prayers in the afternoon at 3pm in the 
winter and 4pm in the summer. He left Ashley in 1829 for Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
where by 1834 he had built the far bigger church of Holy Trinity on the London Road: 
bigger, but clearly in a similar style to Ashley with its castellated parapet and 
patterned outside walls.  

For a short time Ashley was once more served from Swynnerton until Fr Peter 
Holland came in 1829, to be succeeded the following year by Fr Gates. He found it 
necessary to carry out repairs to both house and chapel in an attempt to counteract the 
damp, which has been a constant menace to this day. It was during this time that a 
schoolroom was added to the house. Fr Gates changed the chapel's name to the 
Blessed Virgin and St John the Baptist, who have remained the patrons ever since. In 
1840 he left Ashley for Thetford and once more the work passed to Swynnerton 

In 1843 Fr Hodson notified the Bishop that Hugo Charles Meynell who owned most 
of Ashley had informed him that the property adjoining the Church was to be sold as 
he was giving him the first opportunity to purchase it. The property consisted of 
stables, a cottage and other outbuildings as well as a quarter of an acre of garden. The 
price was £200. He pointed out that the entrance to the church was from this adjoining 
property, as was the well that supplied the water. The property was bought by the 
Bishop and remained until 1954, when the cottage was demolished into the well and 
the ground cleared for the car park, new entrance and new premises. 
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The Rev Fr Francis McGrath was the next resident, commencing his ministry on 
Ascension Day, May 1849. He soon wrote to the Bishop concerning the presbytery, 
complaining that, `the walls are split from top to bottom and when it rains vessels 
have to be put in the bedrooms to catch the water. The ceiling and walls are saturated 
and Dr Ryan, the neighbour, inspected the premises and condemned them as a danger 
to health.'  Despite this, Fr McGrath stayed until 1852 and then went to Shrewsbury. 
Once again Fr Harkness at Swynnerton took over. He stated that the congregation was 
now 105 but only 18 lived in Ashley - the others were scattered around Eccleshall and 
Ashley, and 50 came from Market Drayton.  Fr McGrath actually came back to 
Ashley in 1853 and stayed until 1857 before moving to Lichfield. He was the last 
remaining resident priest for 54 years. 

For over half a century then, Ashley was served from Swynnerton, with at one stage, 
from 1884 to 1886, Mass being said only once a month - on a Tuesday at 8.30am! 
Ashley had an endowment of £90 and claimed £5 rent for the cottage. Some of this 
money was credited to Eccleshall for the school. 

In March 1901 Miss Frances Vernon Yonge from Charnes Hall, who was a convert, 
wrote to the Bishop to ask whether she might take over the tenancy of the house and 
chapel, so that a Catholic caretaker could be installed to care for the church. The 
Bishop agreed. The old doorway was re-opened, the vestments and furniture restored 
and a room converted to a sacristy and confessional. The congregation at this time was 
25. During the next few years it was necessary to carry out more repairs where the 
woodwork and roof and floor in the chapel had rotted due to the dampness. The 
stained glass windows, which were installed in 1825 in Fr Egan's time, were still in 
the church but in need of repair. It was decided that it would be better if they were 
removed and replaced with frosted glass.  Miss Yonge started a catechism class in the 
schoolroom. It is recorded that she used to fetch the children from outlying villages in 
a pony and trap, and teach them; they often spent the night in the house, then she 
would take them back the next day. 

Then in 1912, after more than 50 years without, Ashley once more had a resident 
priest: Fr Cummings formerly of Trowbridge, Wiltshire. The cost of repairing and 
decorating the house was £90 of which the Bishop gave £70. Fr Cummings paid the 
other £20 himself. He also installed a new altar and tabernacle in time for Easter.  

The Sisters of Mercy from the Convent at Newcastle-under-Lyme now took over the 
tenancy of the cottage originally used by Mrs Cartlidge. It was to be a rest home 
during holidays for the Sisters running St Patrick's School in Newcastle. Canon 
Clancy informed the Sisters that the rent would be £71-10s per annum and he agreed 
to carry out repairs to the cottage. 

When not in use the cottage was requisitioned during the First World War for Belgian 
refugees. Lord Stafford wrote to the Bishop setting out a scheme whereby 15 Belgians 
could be housed at the presbytery and he would pay the rent of £20. The presbytery 
was then rented for the Royal British Red Cross to use as a hospital at the cost of £20 
per annum. 
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In 1924 the Cheshire Joint Sanatorium opened at Loggerheads. It accommodated 240 
beds for both men and women and it was hoped that a chapel might be built there for 
all denominations to use. It wasn't completed until 1933. However, in the meantime Fr 
O'Dowd did go there on Sundays to say Mass. For this he received £25 per annum.  

Fr O'Dowd remained as Parish Priest at Ashley until he retired in 1926 when Fr Cyril 
Smith took over. The school was actually extended to take in boarders in 1927, but by 
1931 it had closed. Fr Smith moved into Stanley House, Eccleshall and let the 
presbytery at Ashley. 

The Dean reported that the property at Ashley had to be overhauled once again at the 
cost of £325.6s.10d of which the Archbishop gave £100 and collections came to £140. 
Fr Smith had an endowment of £80, £60 of which was from the Poor Mission Fund 
for both Ashley and Eccleshall. He received £25 from the sanatorium and £25 rent for 
Ashley Presbytery. Offertories at Ashley were only 7s a week and at Eccleshall 17s. 

All the furniture was removed from Ashley to Eccleshall when Fr Smith took up 
residence there. The sanatorium chapel was now complete and ready for use so he said 
a weekday Mass there every month and visited the sick every fortnight. 

In 1942 dry rot appeared in the chapel and presbytery and everywhere was very damp. 
Fr Whelan was serving Eccleshall and the Royal Ordinance Factory at Raleigh Hall, 
Eccleshall as well as Ashley. He was saying three Masses every Sunday in addition to 
the sanatorium Mass every Thursday. 

Despite, or because of these difficulties, attendance at Ashley increased to 48 and 
Eccleshall to 80. Central heating was put in the church at Ashley and the plaster 
removed. It appeared dry for a short time. Fr Whelan received £60 from the Poor 
Mission Fund but £150 was needed to put the church right. He made an appeal to the 
parishioners and in 1944 repairs were carried out. New altar steps were put in because 
the original wooden ones had rotted, and the walls were re-plastered. The presbytery 
seemed to be in quite a good state, although still damp. 

In 1952 Fr Adams renovated the Lady Chapel and dedicated it to Our Lady of 
Walsingham. Later, he also asked permission for the church to be decorated at the cost 
of £150. This was done, and the ceiling remains decorated today. Also, the sanctuary 
was enlarged, the wooden panelling that had been put up to counteract the damp was 
removed and the benches replaced. The Dean reported that the church had been 
renovated and decorated in good style. The last tenant of the cottage, Mrs Harham, 
moved out and the cottage was pulled down and the well closed up. The presbytery 
was comfortable to live in due to the generosity of a family in Ashley who provided 
much of the furnishings.  Fr Adams said Mass at Old Springs Hall, Market Drayton, 
the home of Major Harding, every Friday. 

Around Vatican II, in 1962, the sanctuary steps and railings were removed. In 1966 
the entrance porch was made into a baptistry through the generosity of a family from 
the parish. This was a splendid affair with a sunken tiled floor to represent the River 
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Jordan where Our Lord was baptised. Wrought iron gates lead into the church. The 
outside entrance was blocked off and a new porch was added which remains unto this 
day. 

The church's 150th Anniversary took place in 1973. This was a joyous day for the 
Catholics of Ashley having had such a chequered history of religious worship.  Fr 
Adams also celebrated 25 years of priesthood while at Ashley, again an occasion for a 
social in the Memorial Hall. In 1983 he retired having been the parish priest in Ashley 
for 33 years, the longest any priest had ever stayed in Ashley. 

He was succeeded by Fr Bernard Boulton. He and his brother Joe resided in the 
presbytery until Fr Boulton's death in 1997. Extensive alterations were undergone 
during Fr Boulton's time: the 
sacristy door was removed from 
beside the altar and the side 
extension to the church was 
opened up, a new presbytery 
was built onto the church and 
once more repair work was 
carried out on damage due to 
damp. Mass was said in 
Oddfellows Hall during these 
weeks. All of this work put the 
parish into a huge debt of over 
£250,000. Later that year Fr 
Bernard Anwyl arrived. He 
renovated Oddfellows Hall and 
extended its use for the parish.  The current priest is Father Anton Madej. 

Constructed in stuccoed brick with a concrete tile roof to the church and clay tiles to the presbytery. Moorish 
Gothic style.  Aligned north-west to south-east.  The church has 3½ bays divided by buttresses with 2 pairs of 
pointed windows under curved triangular hoods to each bay; plain horizontal and toothed brick bands above and 
below windows and also to eaves; plain gabled 'south' porch in first bay from 'west', 'Ritual West' front: 3 pairs 
of pointed windows (as on 'south') underneath castellated parapet with 2 bands of narrow, pointed blank 
arcading; C20 flat-roofed entrance porch in front and to the 'north' a catslide roof extending the full length of the 
church.  In the interior the only features of note are the original plastered and painted ceiling and the 'western' 
gallery; all the other fittings and furnishings are late C20.  The presbytery is attached to the north-west; it has 
two stories, 3 windows to the 'south' with the central one blind, floor band; entrance to rear. The complex 
presents a somewhat bizarre impression, reminiscent of North Africa or southern Spain, not common in north-
west Staffordshire.  

Oddfellows Hallv NL  

Church Road, Ashley.  We seem to have very little early history of Oddfellows Hall 
except that it was used during the War years by the Education Committee to 
accommodate the Hugo Meynell School Children for their daily dinners and was 
bought by the Diocese for £5,000 at auction, in the late 1950s. Although in a bad state 
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of repair, a Mr Pardington offered to do it up and use it as a tailoring workshop if he 
could have it rent-free. He stayed there for about two years. 

Much later, under Fr Boulton it was let to a local school of dance and it was used on 
many occasions for functions for the church. Later it was hired out to the Ashley 
School of Music. Under Fr Anwyl, it was used more for refreshments after Mass, 
which proved to be a popular way of parishioners having a chance to meet and chat. 

The hall has since taken on many other lettings, including day classes by the North 
Shropshire Education Department and for Ashley Parish Council's monthly meetings.  
It has also hosted many parish socials and the regular youth group meetings. 

Congregational 
Chapelvi and 
attached school DL 
marked on the O.S. 
map as 
Congregational 
Church. Two 
datestones marked 
1841 and 1868 
respectively.  

Built of red brick (Flemish 
stretcher bond) on a 
sandstone plinth (north-
west side of chapel), with plain tile rooves aligned south-west to north-east. The chapel is gabled to the street 
front (School Road) with dentil eaves cornice carried up to the ridge; blind windows with plastered stone cills 
and lintels to left and right of central recessed round-headed doorway with wooden tympanum and plastered 
stone keystone and imposts; above, a round-arched window with original shutters. Long sides of 3 bays with 
windows in first and third bays, again with original shutters.  The school is attached to the south-west; single 
storey with dentilled eaves; 2 windows to each of the long sides with an integral stack to the gable end; gabled 
porch on the same axis as the main building to the north-west and a lean-to (housing a double-seated earth 
closet) beneath the stack against the gable end. Listed partly as a complete example of its kind. 

Ashley Methodist Churchvii NL 

Wesleyan Road, Ashley. Built and 
opened for worship in 1860.  Originally 
part of the Wesleyan tradition of 
methodism, which united with the 
Primitive Methodist Church and the 
United Methodist Church to form the 
Methodist Church in the UK in 1932. 
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Ashley Surgeryviii NL 

The building currently housing Ashley Surgery was formerly the Hugo Meynell 
Primary School.  The School now occupies premises in Eccleshall Road.  The war 
memorial and school bell were moved from the old building to the new. 

Ashley Memorial Hallix 
NL Gravelly Hill, Ashley. 

Ashley Memorial Hall was 
founded by the local British 
Legion and has served the 
community since 1953.  
The hall is a registered 
charity managed by a 
committee of local residents. 

Ashley Farmhousex. DL  School Lane.  
Built C17 with later additions and 
alterations.  

Timber framed with brick gable ends on a painted 
sandstone and brick plinth; clay tile roof with central 
brown brick ridge stack. 3-bay lobby-entry type 
extended and converted. It has 2 stories and a gable-lit 
attic. The timber framing has 4 square panels from cill 
to wall plate, short tension braces. Late C19 three-light 
casements on both floors to the left and right of the central door under a C19 gabled brick porch. The porch and 
the gable ends are painted black and white in imitation of the timber framing of the rest of the house. Two 2-
storied parallel mid-C19 brick ranges at right angles to the rear. Interior: timber frame substantially intact; 
moulded joists and beams, massive fireplaces to the ground floor front rooms. In the yard to the back of the 
house is a late C19 cast iron water pump. 
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Ashley Farmxi NS 250067 School Lane 

C17 farmstead laid out around a regular L-
plan courtyard with detached farmhouse 
(above). 

 

 

Nos. 48 and 49 (Cottage of Content)xii. 
DL School Lane. 

A pair of cottages, now one house.  
Probably C17 with later additions and 
alterations. 

Timber framed with painted brick infill (stretcher bond), 
fishscale tile roof, brick ridge stack. One storey and attic 
lit by 3 gabled eaves dormers; 3 framed bays, rectangular 
panels, 2 from raised cill to wall plate; 3 small C20 casements to ground floor and roughly central door under 
late C20 porch. Late C19 brick addition at right angles to the rear. Interior: timber frame substantially intact, 
although the end walls have been re-built in brick; unchamfered beams and joists. 

Manor House Farmxiii.NS 250074 Late 
C18 with later additions and alterations.  

An isolated farmstead of  probable late 18th 
century origin, possibly originally known as 
Birch House, but referred to as Manor 
House by the late 19th century. The 
farmstead originally comprised a regular, E-
plan range with detached farmhouse. It 
survives with only some minor losses to the 
original plan and remains in agricultural 
use. 

Red brick (Flemish stretcher bond) with raised verges on stone kneelers, plain tile roof, 2 ridge stacks. 2 storeys 
and gable-lit attic; 4 windows, glazing bar sashes with gauged heads (now plastered); wide mid-C20 brick 
entrance porch with door in left-hand side in front of original round-headed central entrance (door and fanlight 
now removed). 2- storied projection at right angles to rear to left with another 2-storied extension (mid-C19), 
also at right angles, to right. 
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Larkhill Farmxiv, Ashley Dale.  NS 250053 

One of a small cluster of farmsteads at Ashley 
Dale. The farmstead is laid out around a regular, L-
plan courtyard with the farmhouse set long side on 
to the yard. The farmstead appears to have been 
established in the early 19th century and is still 
extant, although may have undergone significant 
alteration. 

 

Jug Bank Farmxv, Ashley Dale.  NS 250066 

A probable 19th century farmstead at Jug Bank 
with an L shaped courtyard and detached 
farmhouse. The farm is extant on the 1st edition 
1880-90 OS map and possibly on the earlier 1834-
6 map. The farmhouse has been altered slightly, 
with the agricultural building surviving.  

 

Site of Farmsteadxvi, Church Road, Ashley.  NS  
NGR 7608 3639   The site of a farmstead to the 
north of Church Road, Ashley. The farmstead was 
laid out around a loose, three-sided yard with 
farmhouse set long-side on and additional 
detached outbuildings. It was demolished in the 
second half of the 20th century and the site is now 
built over. 

New House Farmxvii, Wesleyan Road, Ashley.  NS 
250069 

A large farmstead located within the village of 
Ashley and laid out around a regular, L-plan 
courtyard with detached farmhouse and additional 
detached buildings. The farmstead appears to have 
been extant by at least the early 19th century (and 
possibly by the later 18th century) and is still extant. 
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The Hawthornes Farmxviii, Wesleyan Road, Ashley.  
NS 250070 

The farmstead is laid out around a regular courtyard 
with main L-plan range, attached farmhouse and 
additional detached elements. The farmstead was extant 
by at least the early 19th century (and possibly even by 
the late 18th century) and survives in agricultural use. 

Sunnybank Farmxix, Wesleyan Road, Ashley.  NS 
250071 

A farmstead located to the west of Ashley village 
centre. The farmstead is laid out around a regular, L-
plan courtyard with farmhouse set long side on. It had 
probably been established by at least the early 19th 
century and is still extant, though with some minor 
alterations and additions. 

Former Farmsteadxx, Doctor's Bank, Ashley.  NS 76169 
NGR 76169 36426 

A former farmstead originally laid out around a regular, L-
plan courtyard. The farmstead was extant by at least the late 
19th century and although extant has undergone significant 
alterations. 

Site of Church Farmxxi, Church Road, Ashley.  NS. 

The site of a farmstead laid out around a regular, F-plan 
courtyard with detached farmhouse and additional detached 
elements. The farmstead, which may have been extant by at 
least the late 18th century, sat directly opposite the Church of 
St John the Baptist. It was demolished in the second half of 
the 20th century. 

White Farmxxii NS 262727 

Site of C19 farmstead laid out around a regular 
L-plan courtyard with detached farmhouse.  
Directly opposite Ashley Church. No longer in 
existence. 
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Auctioneer’s Moundxxiii. DM Scheduled monument.   

According to the record this is an earthwork mound 
surviving under rough grassland.  “The monument has been 
identified as a bowl barrow and is situated 70m north east of 
St John the Baptist's Church.  The mound stands to a height 
of 1.8m and is 20m in diameter; it is 9m in diameter across 
its flattened top.   Although no longer visible at ground level, 
a ditch, from which material was quarried during the 
construction of the monument, surrounds the mound.  This 
has become infilled over the years but survives as a buried 
feature, approximately 3m wide. The monument is known 
locally as the 'Auctioneer's Mound' and is the setting for a church service once a year 
on Plough Sunday.  The fence posts on the south eastern edge of the monument are 
excluded from the scheduling, but the ground beneath these features is included.” 

There is some doubt about the accuracy of the record as current church officials have 
no recollection of such a service having been conducted in recent times.  Other ideas 
are that it is a burial mound from the time of the Black Death, or more prosaically a 
pit in which dead cattle were buried. 

Centred at NGR SJ 7634 3650 (34m by 34m). 

Crow Farmxxiv Ashley Dale. NS 262728 NGR 
75584 36037 

C19 farmstead surviving with some alteration. 

 

 

 

 

Fields Farmxxv Off Wharmadine Lane, Ashley. 
NS 262835 NGR 77602 37519 

C19 farmstead laid out around a regular 
courtyard with detached farmhouse.  Surviving 
with some alteration to the original form. 
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Charity Farmxxvi Chapel Lane, Ashley. NS 
262726 NGR 75859 36644 

C19 farmstead with only the farmhouse now 
surviving. 

 

 

Ridge and Furrow, Ashley  

1. Ridge and furrowxxvii, NS lying on a roughly north-south 
alignment, is visible on aerial photography taken in 
2000.  Centred  at NGR SJ 76687 35770 (178m by 
364m). 

 

 
2. The earthwork remains of medieval ridge and 

furrowxxviii, NS identified on aerial photography from 
1963.  Centred at NGR SJ 7627 3715 (225m by 186m). 

 

 

3. Ridge and furrowxxix, NS evidence of medieval or later 
ploughing, identified on aerial photographs.  Centred at 
NGR SJ 75609 36848 (276m by 246m). 

 

 

 

Milepost on A53 north-east of Loggerheadsxxx. DL 

A cast iron milepost with a hollow triangular section and 
chamfered front edges. The angled triangular front panel 
features the original parish name of Ashley. The signage on the 
left hand side is Market Drayton (5 miles), while the signage on 
the right hand side is Whitmore (4 3/4 miles) and Newcastle (9 
miles).  Eccleshall and Stafford may also be shown. The 
milepost is broken on the left hand side and appears to be 
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partially buried.  Located at NGR SJ 750 366. 

The picture was taken in 2001 but the milepost has since disappeared, possibly 
removed for safety reasons. 

Site of Farmsteadxxxi, Lordsley.   NS. 

The site of a probable 19th century farmstead.  The site 
had a loose courtyard plan with one additional element. 
The farmhouse and agricultural structure have both been 
lost, with nothing surviving of the farm. 

Site of Lordsley Farmxxxii, Lordsley.  NS. 

The site of Lordsley Farm, which was originally laid out 
around a regular, L-plan courtyard with detached 
farmhouse. The farmstead appears to have been 
established in the mid-19th century but is no longer extant 
and the area is planted with woodland. 

Yew Tree Cottage Farmxxxiii, Gravelly Hill.  NS 250051 

One of a small cluster of farmsteads to the east of 
Loggerheads. The farmstead is laid out around a regular, 
L-plan courtyard and was probably established in the mid-
19th century. It is still extant. 

 

Hungersheath Farmxxxiv, South of 
Blackbrook.  NS 250076 

An isolated farmstead laid out around 
a regular courtyard with main L-plan 
range, detached farmhouse and 
additional detached elements. The 
farmstead was extant by at least the 
late 18th or early 19th century and is 
still extant, although with some later 
additions to the main plan form.  
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The Wellings Farmxxxv North of 
Wharmadine Lane.  NS 250077 

An isolated farmstead laid out around 
an F-plan courtyard with detached 
farmhouse and elongated barn 
structure to the east. The farmstead 
was extant in the 19th century, but 
may have been established by at least 
the late 18th century. The courtyard 
has been altered slightly, obscuring 
the F shape plan, with modern 
additions around the site.  

 

Former Road. East of The Wellingsxxxvi NS 

A former road or trackway running eastwards from The Wellings Farm for 
approximately 545 metres. The former road survives as a tree-lined linear feature.  

Water meadow, south west of Black Brookxxxvii.  
NS. 

A water meadow identified as part of the Water 
Meadow Survey carried out in 2008. The 1963 and 
2000 aerial photographs suggest that the main 
drains survive as earthworks.  Carriers may survive 
as earthworks or cropmarks across less than 10% 
of the total area. 
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Dale Farmxxxviii, Gravelly Hill.  NS 262730 

One of a cluster of farmsteads to the north of 
Loggerheads. The farmstead is of probable 
19th century origin and is laid out around a 
loose, two-sided yard with farmhouse set long 
side on. It appears to survive relatively 
unaltered.  

 

Well house at Willoughbridge Wellsxxxix. 
DL Well house. Probably mid-C17 with 
considerable later modifications, the dates 
1690, 1701 and 1864 probably referring to 
repairs or re-buildings. Warm springs were 
discovered here in the 1620's and it is 
probable that the well house was built by 
Lord Gerard of Gerard’s Bromley Hall. 

Sandstone ashlar with lead flashing to the cornice. Square in plan with 2 openings on each side, all with 
moulded surrounds; moulded cornice and on the east side 2 male heads (C18?). Now roofless, but probably not 
originally.  

Moated sitexl, four pond bays and an 
associated enclosure at Willoughbridge 
Park.  DM Scheduled Monument. 

The monument includes a moated site, 
four associated pond bays and a sub-
rectangular enclosure situated 400 metres 
south-west of Willoughbridge Wells.  All 
features of the site are aligned end-on 
from south-south-east to north-north-
west, the pond bays lying to the south of 
the moated site and the enclosure to the 
north. The moated site has external 
dimensions of 100 metres north-east to south-west by 90 metres north-east to south-
west.  The moat is up to 16 metres wide and averages 3 metres deep.  It is now dry, 
although the stream which supplied water to the moat flows through the south-western 
arm of the moat.  The stream is separated from an open drain by a low bank; this 
arrangement appears to be post-mediaeval.  There are external banks at the northern 
and north-eastern outer edges of the moat.  The moated island is under rough pasture, 
measures 70 metres north-west to south east and 60 metres north-east to south-west 
and is raised above surrounding land.  There is no surface evidence for the location of 
the original access. 
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A bank at the south-western edge of the moated site forms the retaining bank for the 
first of four ponds which are situated to the south of the moated site.  The retaining 
bank is visible as an earthwork for a length of 50 metres and the pond forming the 
south of the bank is now dry.  Approximately 70 metres south-east of the moated site 
is second retaining bank which is 20 metres long and 1 metre high.  The earthwork 
originally extended beyond the eastern edge of the stream but this area is currently 
under cultivation and the bank is no longer visible at ground level and is not included 
in the scheduling.  The pond created by this earthwork extended for a further 80 
metres to the south and its extent is included in the scheduling: it is partly water filled.  
A fourth retaining bank is visible approximately 320 metres south-east of the moated 
site.  The dam measures 1.5 metres high and is visible for a length of up to 40 metres.  
The south-western end of the dam has been destroyed and is no longer visible on the 
ground surface and is therefore not included in the scheduling.  
 
A sub-rectangular area of approximately 80 metres north-east by south-west extends 
to the north of the moated site.  The northern and north-eastern edges of the enclosure 
are bounded by slight earthworks in an area under cultivation.  The external bank 
north-west of the moated site forms the southern boundary of the enclosure.  It is 
bounded on its western edge by the stream.  The enclosure is associated with the 
moated site and may have been used for keeping stock.  The moated site at 
Willoughbridge Park is thought to have originated with an early mediaeval site which 
enclosed a wooden semi-defensive residence.  Excluded from the scheduling are the 
modern retaining wall and drainage pipe located within the stream channel to the 
south of the moated site, and all fence posts, but the ground beneath these features is 
included. 
 
Around 6,000 moated sites are known in England. They consist of wide ditches, often 
or seasonally water-filled, partly or completely enclosing one or more islands of dry 
ground on which stood domestic or religious buildings. In some cases the islands were 
used for horticulture. The majority of moated sites served as prestigious aristocratic 
and seigneurial residences with the provision of a moat intended as a status symbol 
rather than a practical military defence. The peak period during which moated sites 
were built was between about 1250 and 1350 and by far the greatest concentration lies 
in central and eastern parts of England. However, moated sites were built throughout 
the medieval period, are widely scattered throughout England and exhibit a high level 
of diversity in their forms and sizes. They form a significant class of medieval 
monument and are important for the understanding of the distribution of wealth and 
status in the countryside. Many examples provide conditions favourable to the 
survival of organic remains. 
 
The moated site, the pond bays and the sub-rectangular enclosure at Willoughbridge 
survive well and are unencumbered by modern development.  The monument 
represents a fine example of a combined moat and water-management complex.  The 
moated island will retain evidence of the mediaeval house that existed on the island 
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and the naturally silted ponds and moat ditches will retain evidence for the 
environment and economy of the occupants of the moated site. 
 
Willoughbridge Park Fishpondsxli / The Scars 
DM 
The scheduled remains of four successive pond bays, 
feeding the moat at Willoughbridge Park moated site. 
 
 
 
 
Park House Farmxlii, South-West of Blackbrook.  NS 
250075 
 
An isolated farmhouse laid out around a regular, L-plan 
courtyard with farmhouse set long side on to the yard and 
additional detached outbuildings. The farmstead may 
have been extant by at least the late 18th century and the 
main L-plan range survives (although some new sheds 
have replaced original detached outbuildings to the east). 
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Map of Ashley Ward showing location of assets. 
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See overleaf for the assets located at each of the above sites. 
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Map Site Asset No. Asset 

1 

i Church of St John the Baptist 
ii Harding memorial 
iii War memorial 
xii Cottage of Content 
xxi Site of Church Farm 
xxii White Farm 
xxiii Auctioneer’s Mound 

2 

iv Church of Our Lady and St John the Baptist 
v Oddfellows Hall 

xvi Site of farmstead 
xxvi Charity Farm 

3 vi Congregational Chapel and attached school 
4 x Ashley Farmhouse 
 xi Ashley Farm 

5 xiii Manor House Farm 

6 
xiv Larkhill Farm 
xv Jug Bank Farm 

 xxiv Crow Farm 

7 
xvii New House Farm 
xviii The Hawthornes Farm 
xix Sunnybank Farm 

8 xx Former farmstead, Doctor’s Bank 
9 xxvii Ridge & Furrow 
10 xxviii Ridge & Furrow 
11 xxix Ridge & Furrow 
12 xxx Milepost on A53 

13 
xxxi Site of farmstead, Lordsley 
xxxii Site of Lordsley Farm 

14 xxxiii Yew Tree Cottage Farm 
15 xxxiv Hungersheath Farm 

16 
xxxv The Wellings Farm 
xxxvi Former Road east of The Wellings 

17 xxxvii Water meadow 
18 xxxviii Dale Farm 

19 
xxxix Well House at Willoughbridge Wells 

xl Moated site 
xli Fishponds 

20 xlii Park House Farm 
21 viii Ashley Surgery 
22 vii Ashley Methodist Church 
23 ix Ashley Memorial Hall 
24 xxv Fields Farm 


