
 

Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan 

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Meeting 
Monday 6 March 2017 – 7:00pm at Loggerheads Community Fire 
Station 

 
   Notes OF MEETING 
 
Present: Andy Swetman, (Chair); Ian Douglas; Leah Gibson; Anthony Deere; John Knight; Barbara 

Jones; Sue Fox; Mark Dudson; Karen Watkins (Clerk) 
 
Apologies:  John Pimlott; Bunty Hodgkins; Ed Martin; Tony McCullagh. 

 
1. Update on progress & outstanding issues – Andy explained that the Planning department 

of the Borough Council has had the draft Plan since September 2016.  In October 2016 
Helen Beech advised the PC that the draft Plan may require a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) and that she would seek views of 3 statutory consultees, Natural 
England, Environment Agency and Historic England.  The 3 responses have only been 
received in January after repeated chasing. Natural and Historic England agree an SEA is 
needed. A new Neighbourhood Planner was appointed two weeks ago and Borough have 
been short of resource.  A meeting was held with Borough Planners (including 
Conservation Officer and Sports Officer), on 2nd March, attended by Andy, Karen and John 
Knight.  This is first meeting since September 2016.  The feedback was that the plan is not 
locally distinctive and the policies would not necessarily achieve what the aims.  Helen 
Beech also said that the Housing Needs Assessment submitted in July 2016 was flawed. 
The Neighbourhood Plan reps expressed disappointment and concern that it had taken so 
long to receive this feedback and it didn’t match that given by our consultant, Urban 
Vision. Written feedback was promised within 4 weeks.  
 

2. Next Steps & revised timetable - Until written feedback received from Borough at end of 
March it is not clear what next step would be required.  This will be reviewed when 
feedback received.  
 

3. Any other Business – The need to keep residents informed and interested was discussed 
and it was agreed that a short email would be sent out explaining that consultation on 
draft Plan is still delayed by Borough and an update would go in Parish Council newsletter.  
 

4. Date of next meeting – to be arranged in April when feedback from Newcastle Borough 
Council received.  

 
 
 


