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CHARACTER ASSESSMENT FOR LOGGERHEADS 

Introduction 

As part of the evidence for the Neighbourhood Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan Group 

undertook to do a character assessment for the neighbourhood plan area (i.e. the parish).  

The first step in the character assessment was to identify the broad character areas that 

exist in the local area. Character areas can be described as areas that have their own 

distinctive, individual character or ‘sense of place’. They are areas which share a similar 

appearance and feel as each other. The Group identified 6 character areas; Loggerheads (1), 

Ashley Heath (2), Ashley village (3), Tyrley Conservation Area (4), Mucklestone Conservation 

Area (5).  The rest of the parish has been combined into one overarching character area (6). 

The map below shows the space that each character area covers. 
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The next step was to identify and record the distinct character of each of these areas. The 

group completed a character assessment pro forma which provided a structured approach 

to identifying and classifying the distinctive character and context of the different areas.  

Then other sources of information that exist were explored which include details of 

conservation areas within the parish; details of locally listed buildings; access to the historic 

environment record (a database of information on archaeological sites, monuments and 

buildings in the local area).  Councillor John Knight went on to produce a book “Heritage 

Assets – Local History brought to life” which is a record and description of all heritage assets 

located within the parish.   This book forms a basis for the character assessments for the 

areas and will be referred to in this document. 

 

Overview of the Neighbourhood Area 

The area is located in Staffordshire on the border with Shropshire and is in the Borough of 

Newcastle under Lyme.  The parish of Loggerheads consists of three former parishes 

comprising the wards of Ashley, Mucklestone and Tyrley.  These were merged in 1974 to 

form a single civil parish. The area is skirted to the West by Telford’s Shropshire Union 

Canal, built in 1835 and notable for its extensive use of embankments and cuttings.  The 

natural watercourses comprise the Coal Brook, which rises at a spring near Bishop’s Wood in 

the East of the area and flows under the canal aqueduct to join the River Tern at Market 

Drayton, the Tadgedale Brook (Formerly Bloredale Brook) which rises in Loggerheads and 

the Hempmill Brook which flows through the Blore Heath battle site, both of which also join 

the Tern to the west of the parish.  The River Tern flows from its source at Maer in the 
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neighbouring parish to the East and extends some 30 miles to join the River Severn near 

Attingham. 

The three maps below show the main landscape types present in the plan area.  It will be 

noted that, of the 4,790 hectares (Ha) total area, around 4,100, or in excess of 85%, 

comprise agricultural land.  The fourth map shows the grading of agricultural land within the 

plan area. 



Landscape Character – North West of Parish 
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Landscape Character – South West of Parish 
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Landscape Character – East of Parish 
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Agricultural Land Class – Loggerheads Parish 
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The settled areas account for around 220 Ha, or less than 5%, while woodland occupies 420 

Ha (9%) of which 280 Ha are ancient or early (6%) and 140 Ha are plantations (3%).  Areas 

affected by mineral extraction account for less than 1%.  There is no significant brownfield 

land in the area outside of the two former extraction areas. 

There is a single football pitch in the Burntwood (too small to meet league rules) and no 

other public green space/recreational space apart from a number of small play areas.  

Taking into account the current population of 4,500 there is deemed to be a shortfall of at 

least 25 acres of recreational amenity space. 

The area benefits from a number of stunning landscape views across Shropshire to the 

Wrekin and the Welsh mountains and across Staffordshire to the South and to the Maer 

Hills to the East.  
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View from Hales south west towards Telford 

View from White House Farm, Loggerheads across Shropshire to the Welsh Hills 
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View from Ashley north-eastward towards the Maer Hills 
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There are a range of circular walks which take advantage of those views, and further routes 

are under development.  These are actively promoted by the parish council. 

The area is bisected by a major trunk route, the A53, which joins Shrewsbury in the West to 

Newcastle in the East.  This is a major concern to Loggerheads residents due to traffic noise 

and highway safety, the speed limit being routinely ignored.  There is no apparent route for 

any potential by-pass to be built.  It is therefore necessary to consider what traffic calming 

measures might be employed. 

The canal is one of the busiest waterways in the country. 

Tyrley Top Lock 

Historic development of the parish 

The majority of present-day villages within the plan area date from before the Domesday 

Survey of 1086.  These are: 

• Ashley  

• Mucklestone  

• Knighton 

• Winnington 

• Oakley 

• Tyrley 

• Almington 
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The largest settlement is Loggerheads itself, which has developed mainly in recent decades 

and has no historic centre. 

Other hamlets include Napley, Blore, Hales and Willoughbridge. 

The area contains 79 listed buildings (78 grade II and 1 grade II*), 96 monuments recorded 

by Staffordshire County Council and 4 scheduled ancient monuments, 4 sites of special 

scientific interest (SSSIs), two conservation areas and one ancient battle site (Blore Heath 

1459). 

Character Area 1: Loggerheads village 

General overview of character – Mainly made up of residential development bisected by 

main roads, with no historic centre.  There is a small retail centre at junction of A53 and 

B5026, and disused petrol station buildings at cross-roads in centre of village are in urgent 

need of redevelopment. 

Aerial View of Loggerheads 
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The disused garage at the crossroads in Loggerheads 

Layout – North of the A53 all houses are on estates built at different times, mainly within 

the last 30 years.  There are very few blocks, mainly cul-de-sacs.   South of the A53, is an 

amalgam of modern housing on estates at Hugo Way/Burntwood View with a small area of 

green space, and a more mature housing estate at The Burnt wood with large plots built on 

the site of the old sanatorium, and built around green space.  Along the A53 are houses on 

individual plots that front onto the road.  

Topography – Along a shallow valley with the highest points on the north and south 

boundaries, the lowest point is the brook at Tadgedale (runs towards the west across the 

area). 

Spaces – There are two small green spaces around Tadgedale Brook & Hugo 

Way/Burntwood View with small play areas; plus a small green on Kestrel Drive. There are 

car parks associated with the co-op, library, public house and dance studio.    
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Shops & Library in Loggerheads 

 

Co-op and takeaway in Loggerheads 

Roads, Streets, routes – The Area is bisected east to west by A53, and north to west and 

southeast by the B5026.  Mucklestone Wood Lane forms the northern boundary.  The area 
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has predominantly two way streets with pavements.  There are no cycle-ways.  There is a 

pedestrian pathway around the stream at Tadgedale Brook. 

 

Cross-roads with bus shelter at centre of Loggerheads 

Green and natural features – There is a stream and trees along the public walkway at 

Tadgedale Brook. There are hedgerows along the A53. 

 

Green Space at Tadgedale Brook in Loggerheads 
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Landmarks - Loggerheads pub in centre of village next to road junctions.  The two mileposts 

on the A53 are the only two listed buildings in Loggerheads. 

 

Loggerheads Public house  

Townscape - Much of this area is dominated by residential development typical of the mid 

to late 20th Century – comprising of two storey houses together with bungalows, arranged 

mainly in cul-de-sacs. There is very little block structure, with one large circuit bounded by 

Eccleshall Road, Chestnut Road and Mucklestone Wood Lane. Many of the cul-de-sacs are 

connected by a network of footpaths and associated green-space but are not easily legible. 

Nearly all residential properties have front gardens with low fences and borders providing 

active frontages to the street. There are a few properties, however, that present rear 

gardens to the public realm, resulting in inevitable high fences, particularly at corners and 

where the buildings back onto green-spaces. 

The townscape is particularly poor at the centre of Loggerheads where Eccleshall Road 

(B5026) crosses the A53 via two mini roundabouts. This is the Plan areas most significant 

node, but is bounded with mainly low quality single-storey buildings, providing no significant 

landmarks or enclosure to the junction. The Loggerheads public house provides some 

architectural interest but faces on to the car park and turns its back to traffic arriving from 

the south. 
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Buildings and details – Buildings are predominantly single and two storey, some three storey 

on Hugo Way.  There are bungalows on Price Close and Derwent Drive and scattered 

throughout other roads. Houses are predominantly detached and semi-detached with no 

terraces. Buildings are predominantly red brick, modern houses with no distinct style.  There 

are very few distinctive buildings. 

 

 

Houses in Loggerheads on both sides of A53, from Mucklestone Wood Lane 

Streetscape features - All residential streets have street lighting. There are two bus shelters 

on the A53 at Loggerheads pub and car sales outlet.  There are a few flower planters by the 

bus shelters and a flower bed planted by volunteers near the Car sales outlet.  Street 

surfacing is tarmac. There are rubbish bins by the co-op, at the bus shelters and along 

Tadgedale Brook.  

Land use - Overwhelming residential, with a small retail centre at the junction of the A53 

and B5026. (Co-op, post office/pharmacy, barber, vet, butcher).  There is a small library, a 

community fire station, a public house, restaurant, take-away, hairdresser and dance studio.  

At the cross roads there is a second hand car sales and disused garage (being used as a 

commercial car wash). 
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Views - From Mucklestone Wood Lane (highest point) views into and across the settlement 

extending to Wales. 

 

Character Area 2 – Ashley Heath (bounded by A53, Gravelly Hill, Pinewood 

Road to east, and Eccleshall Road) 

General overview of character – This is a distinctive residential area with large plots, settings 

were defined by history of early settlement, holiday homes for mill owners.   

Layout – Made up of individual plots with large gardens, without a particular relationship to 

the road line. 

 

Pinewood Drive, Ashley Heath, un-adopted road  

Topography - Sits on high ground to the south of Loggerheads.   

Spaces – The only public green space is the allotments, on land leased by the Parish Council 

from Staffordshire County Council.  
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Allotments adjacent to the Hug Meynell School 

Roads, Streets, routes - Internal roads are all un-adopted and un-surfaced in the central 

part.  There are no pathways, cycle ways, or bridleways, there are public footpaths running 

from the A53 across the area.   

Green and natural features – This is a wooded area, with a significant number of Tree 

Preservation orders. 

Landmarks - Water tower with mobile phone masts on top on Tower Road.   
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Water Tower on Tower Road  

Buildings and details - All houses are detached, one or two storey, mix of materials and 

individual styles and ages. 

Streetscape features – There is limited signage, no street lighting and no public bins.  All 

plots have boundaries with mix of trees, hedges, fences. 

Townscape - The area is crossed and bisected by a few un-adopted roads without separate 

footpaths or well-defined edges. There is little or no street furniture or lighting. Houses are 

one or two-storey, low density, usually centred within large plots, and sometimes hidden 

from view by high boundaries and foliage. The area is dominated by trees, which occupy 

both private and common areas. 



 

21 
 

 

Tower Road, Ashley Heath 

Land use – Mainly Residential, with Hugo Meynell School adjacent to the allotments. 

Views - From Pinewood Road boundary there is a good view of Staffordshire.  No views from 

houses in centre of area due to high trees. 

 

View from Pinewood Road  
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Character Area 3 – Ashley 

General overview of character - A village with a 

history of being a Saxon settlement (410 AD to 

1065AD) and recorded in the Domesday survey 

of 1086.  A mix of houses, 3 churches, a doctor’s 

surgery and 3 pubs, but no shops. 

Layout - Residences spread along roads that 

connect from A53 into Ashley (5 of them) and 

out to west and north back to A53.  Most are 

older properties and farmsteads in the centre of 

the village, with three more modern estates, one 

with social housing. 

Topography – the village sits in a valley but rises 

out of lowest point up a hill to Loggerheads.  St 

John the Baptist Church sits in an elevated 

position on the edge of the village.  

Spaces – There is one small play area on the edge of the social housing estate in the corner 

of village. There is a cemetery at St John the Baptist Church. There is no other open space. 

Roads, Streets, routes - The area is bisected with narrow country lanes, which are tarmac.  

The majority of roads have no pathways.  There are some public footpaths connecting parts 

of village.  There are car parks at each pub and the doctor’s surgery. 

 

Houses in Ashley, off Sovereign Lane 
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Green and natural features – There are some trees and hedgerows along most of the roads 

into the village.  Open fields surround most houses. 

Landmarks – From inside the settlement area the main landmark is St John the Baptist 

Church tower.  From the A53 on the upward slope looking towards the settlement area of 

Ashley the Methodist Church is a land mark.  

 

St John the Baptist Church, Ashley 

Buildings and details – The buildings are a mix of age and styles.  There are many listed 

historic buildings, noted in Heritage Book.  

Streetscape features – There are limited lampposts on the B roads, no lampposts on minor 

roads. There is a bench at the bus shelter and 2 public waste bins.  

Townscape - The compact centre of Ashley comprises of narrow lanes, converging on the 

church - a significant landmark – health centre (former school) and restaurant (former pub). 

The village has been extended by several residential schemes over the years, including an 

area of social housing on Sovereign Lane and a well-maintained ‘Radburn’-style scheme off 

Charnes Road, with bungalows arranged around footpaths and parking provided on a 

remote common plot. 

Many older housing plots are elevated from the roads, often taking advantage of the 

topography with sweeping drives and terraced gardens. Some properties are hidden by 



 

24 
 

overgrown boundaries and, in some cases, glimpses of the houses are dominated by garages 

and vehicular access. 

Land use - Mainly residential, with two pubs, and a restaurant (was a pub until 2015), a 

doctors surgery, three churches, surrounded by farmland. 

 

The Peel Arms Pub in Ashley 

Views – The settlement area is low lying so limited views in or out of village apart from at 

the top of Gravelly Hill with a view across Staffordshire. 

 

Character Area 4 – Tyrley Conservation Area 

General overview of character - Tyrley conservation area is a linear area centred on the 

Shropshire Union Canal and running roughly north south from the River Tern near Market 

Drayton to just below Hollins Bridge (No. 58) at Woodseaves.  It is approximately 3km in 

length and varies in width from 30m at Tyrley Wharf to 250m west of Peatswood Park.  As 

might be expected due to its alignment with the canal it is level from the north end to tyrley 

locks and from Tyrley Top Lock to the south end.  The Tyrley flight has a total rise of 10m.  At 

the north end it’s centre tops an embankment about 15m above the surrounding land and it 

flies above the Berisford Road and the River Tern.  At the south end it is at the base of the 

Woodseaves cutting and about 15m below the surrounding land.  Its sides are 

predominantly wooded.  Given that the canal itself forms the western boundary of the 
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county, borough and parish, apart from the land surrounding Tyrley Lock Cottage, all of the 

land within the conservation area lies to the east of the canal. The area is a model of green 

tranquility, a popular route for several modes of transport and a classic example of the 

adaptation of a former industrial heritage site for leisure use. 

 

Lock keepers cottage at Tyrley Locks 

Layout - The only buildings in the area consist of the former lockkeeper’s cottage below and 

to the west of Tyrley Top Lock and the group of cottages above and to the east of Tyrley Top 

Lock.  Those cottages and the wharf were built by the Twemlows of Peatswood to take 

advantage of the opening of the canal (1835) and consisted of seven cottages and a stable 

for the barge horses.  Following closure of the wharf the buildings deteriorated but were 

renovated and converted in the 1970s and now form four private houses.  All of the 

buildings are grade II listed. 

Topography – Flat, linear along canal. 

Spaces - The linear conservation area has two significant spaces – one partly enclosed by 

cottages and buildings sourounding the top lock at Tyrley Wharf, the other bounded by rock 

faces as the bottom lock decends into a wooded cutting. Both take their interest from the 

lock architecture, furniture and surfaces. 

Roads, Streets, routes - There are three roads crossing the area.  Approximately 60m of 

Berisford Road goes under the north end and about 100m of Tyrley Road crosses the centre 

section over bridge 60 at Tyrley Wharf.  Hollins bridge carries a private farm track over the 

canal just above the south end.  The canal towpath follows the west bank of the canal for 

the entire length of the conservation area and is much used by walkers and cyclists. 
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Green and natural features - Although man-made, the 

cuttings and embankments have over time become naturally 

green and wooded.  The ornamental lakes at Peatswood Park 

are fed from a stream which leaves the canal from a weir to 

the south of bridge 59. 

Canal basin and bridge 

Landmarks - The locks, bridges and mileposts are all grade II 

listed buildings designed by Thomas Telford and Alexander 

Easton and provide classic landmarks to boaters, cyclists and walkers. 

Buildings and details - Tyrley lock cottage is single story and detatched; the cottages at 

Tyrley Wharf are all semi-detached and two storey, two with loft conversions providing a 

third floor.  Cottage 33/34 has a datestone 1837 and Waterside cottage (30-32 and 37) has a 

datestone 1840 and a memorial commemorating five local men who died in World War I.  

They are constructed in brown brick with ashlar dressings and slate roofs with coped verges 

on stone kneelers.  
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Cottages at Tyrley Wharf 

Streetscape features - Signage along the canal follows the national standard used by the 

Canal and Rivers Trust. 

Townscape - Cottages at Tyrley Wharf provide an active frontage and enclosure to the canal. 

 

Land use - The canal is one of the busiest stretches of canal in the country and is 

predominantly used by leisure traffic.  It is also used extensively by cyclists, walkers and 

anglers.  The wharf at Tyrley was used to transport milk from surrounding farms to 

Cadbury’s factory at Knighton but is now privately owned. 

Views - Extensive views of the surrounding countryside are available from the sections on 

embankments, while the largely straight line of the canal provides attractive views along its 

length. 
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Character Area 5 – Mucklestone Conservation Area 

Aerial view of Mucklestone village 

General overview of character – Mucklestone was recorded in the Domesday survey of 

1086.  The Conservation Area is made up of stone cottages, farmsteads and St Mary’s 

Church. There is a small commercial holding set back from the road. 

Layout – Two roads one with cottages and long gardens facing the road; other with church, 

Old Rectory and farms and converted barns.  

 

The Old Rectory, Mucklestone 

Topography – Undulating with the Church at the high point.  

Spaces - There are no public green spaces.  The Church has a grave yard with several 

recorded monuments.  

Roads, Streets, routes - The B4515 cuts through the area, other roads are minor. 
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Green and natural features – St Mary’s Church yard has mature trees, hedges line both 

roads.  

Landmarks – The main landmark is St Mary’s Church with its tower.  

 

St Marys Church, Mucklestone 

Buildings and details – All buildings are traditional in stone and protected by Conservation 

status.  

Streetscape features – There are no streetlights in the area, 1 bin.  

Land use – Agriculture with small commercial holding.  

Views – view from St Mary’s Church Tower is across Wales, Shropshire and Cheshire.  
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Part of Conservation Area from top of St Marys Church Tower 
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Character Area 6 – Rest of Area 

General overview of character – The 

majority of the parish is predominantly 

agriculture, with some small historic 

settlements, dating back to Domesday 

Book. (Knighton, Winnington, Oakley and 

Almington).  Other hamlets include Napley, 

Blore, Hales and Willoughbridge Of the 

4,790 hectares (Ha) total area, around 

4,100, or in excess of 85%, comprises 

agricultural land.   

Layout – There are small historic 

village/hamlet centres and isolated, 

individual residences and farmsteads. 

Topography - Rolling, undulating landscape. 

Spaces – There are few formal recreational facilities limited to a cricket pitch at Hales, a 

football field at the Burnt Wood; and very small play areas at Almington and Knighton.  The 

only other public green space is at the Turner Hodgkiss nature reserve in Hookgate.  

 

Turner Hodgkiss nature reserve on Pinewood Road 
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Roads, Streets, routes – There are three main roads, A53, B5026 and B5415 bisecting the 

area, the remainder of roads are predominantly single track without formal passing places.  

There is a lack of pedestrianised pathways outside village centres.  There is a good network 

of public rights of way, bridle ways and permitted paths across the area.  

Green and natural features – There is ancient woodland and early woodland across the area. 

The Folly Wood is privately owned but has a public right of way through it.  The majority of 

the Burnt Wood is owned and managed by the Forestry Commission and a small part 

(football field and rim at edge of housing) is owned by Newcastle under Lyme Borough 

Council, leased to Loggerheads Parish Council. The Burnt Wood has 3 Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest. Access to the wood is permitted but there are no public rights of way. 

There are three rivers, River Tern, Coal Brook and Tadgedale Brook.  Nearly all roads have 

hedgerows. 

 

The Burnt Wood 

Landmarks – There is a church at Hales, a public house at Knighton. Significant landmarks 

include Audley’s Cross (on private land with no public access; Devils ring and finger, and 

Blore Heath Battlefield. 
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Hales Church 

Buildings and details - Buildings range from old stately homes to large farmhouses to 

cottages.  There is a Church at Hales and village hall at Knighton. All Heritage Assets have 

been documented in a book produced as part of Neighbourhood Plan process. 

Streetscape features – Roads are tarmac. The area is uncluttered by street furniture, street 

lighting is sparse in settlements and there is none on other roads.  

Townscape - Village centres are typically based around a handful of significant buildings 

such as churches (on elevated churchyards) and public houses. 

Land use - Predominantly agricultural, grades 2, 3 and 4 and ancient woodland.  Five large 

private historic houses with parklands. Village centres with religious and community 

buildings. Main employer is agriculture; three stud farms; and two former sand & gravel 

quarries, now disused. 

Views - From elevated areas within the parish there are far reaching views to Wales, 

Staffordshire, Peak District, Shropshire and Cheshire.  One of the most panoramic is from 

the listed building at White House Farm. 

 

 

 

 



 

36 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


