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Snowy Burntwood

Thanks to Andy Swetman for the photo.

Rosie & Ken's retirement
On Friday 25th October our long-serving
school crossing patrollers did their last
crossing. They are both taking a well
earned retirement. It's a job that we all
applaud and couldn't live without, but noone wants to do, often standing out in
rain, snow and sometimes sunshine, but
always with a smile!
Rosie Machin has been on the crossing for
an amazing 34 years and has seen the
parents of some of the current children
safely across the road. Ken Vorster has
patrolled for 11 years.
The children at Hugo Meynell Primary School gave them a send off to remember with
songs, poems, cards, tears and laughter. Bunty Hodgkins, the Chair of Loggerheads
Parish Council and County Councillor, Paul Northcott also attended to add their thanks
for outstanding service to the local community. Rosie and Ken will be greatly missed.
If you are interested in flling their shoes please see the advert on P4 for further details.
On the subject of shoes - Rosie must have worn a few pairs out over the years! Doing
the job for 34 years, with the children at school for 39 weeks a year, 5 days a week and 2
sessions per day at about 30 crossings per session. The A53 is about 25 feet wide at the
crossing point which over the years equals a staggering 1883 miles travelled.

LOGGERHEADS LIBRARY – BREAKING ALL RECORDS
Our village Library has had a record-breaking summer in 2019 – a really great way to cap its frst
2 years under community management! First, we broke our own record for the numbers
participating in the children’s Summer Reading Challenge. At the start of the summer holiday,
42 registered for the Challenge, and by the end, 26 had completed it. Well done everyone! We
hope to do even better next year.
Second, for the frst time there were children’s activities in the Library during the holiday. We
hope to make these activities a regular feature, especially during holiday times. We would
welcome suggestions for holiday activities that the children might enjoy.
Third, from April to August our village Library outperformed county averages for growth in the
number of users through the door, book issues, and new members joining. Our Library is truly
going from strength to strength!
The Library’s success is entirely due to support from the local community. Whatever your reason
for visiting the Library – to borrow a book, use the computer, do some photocopying, collect
recycling bags, or bring something for the noticeboard – it’s you, the local community, who are
keeping our Library open. Whoever you are, and whatever your need, as you come through the
door you bring joy to our hearts – so keep on coming, and encourage your friends and
neighbours to come too! You will always receive a warm welcome in Loggerheads Library.
We would like to say a big thank you to the community for your support, and to show our
appreciation we invite you all to come to the Library during its open hours in the frst week of
Advent to share in our Coffee, Mince Pie & Biscuit Event.

All donations gratefully received to help keep us going in our community.

4 Day Christmas Cofee, Mince Pie & Biscuit Event
Monday 2nd Dec – 10am – 1pm
Tuesday 3rd Dec – 2pm – 5.30pm
Thursday 5th Dec – 9am – 1pm
Friday 6th Dec – 2pm – 5.30pm

Children’s Actvit

On Saturday 7th December the children are invited to come along to the
Library from 10am to 1pm and have fun making Christmas decorations.

Call for volunteers
It is thanks to its dedicated team of volunteer staff that our village Library is able to open on 5
half-days a week. We currently have just 12 volunteers. We need more, because not everyone is
able to work every week. At present some volunteers are working 2, 3 or even 4 shifts each
week to keep the Library open. Volunteering is fexible and built around family needs. If you
would like to help but feel that you can offer only limited time – for example if you have
children, or if you cannot come every week – don’t let that hold you back. Every bit of time that
you can give will free up another volunteer to work at another time. If you would like to
helpkeep our village Library, please come along for a talk or call the Library on 01630 673117.

Children in Need Charity Walk
On Saturday 5th October over 50 people
joined in the Loggerheads Ramble for
Children in Need. With all the rain it was
rather muddy underfoot but with wellies
and wearing yellow tops we enjoyed a
lovely walk through the Burntwood, up past
the Hales Estate, through Park Hill Farm,
courtesy of the Pimlotts, and back through
the village, a leisurely stroll of 3.5 miles. We
were all rewarded with tea and cake at the
Loggerheads Pub, with thanks to Mandy at
the CO-OP and Lisa and Justin at the Loggerheads Pub for donating the tea and cake.
£365 was raised for Children in Need, an excellent response and we all felt healthier for
the exercise, fresh air and wonderful scenery. If you missed out this year, don't worry we
are doing it again next year so please watch out for the date.

Plaque for World War 1 Commemorative Beacon
On 11th Nov 2018 at 19.18pm at Whitehouse Farm, as part of the village
commemoration, a fre beacon was lit to poignantly mark 100 years since the end of
WWI. Earlier this year the beacon was moved to the village centre and flled with
Summer bedding plants. The beacon has just been planted with bulbs for next Spring
and a plaque has now been fxed to commemorate last year's event.

Thanks to the Parish Council for funding the plaque, Loggerheads Pickers & Planters for
doing the work and to Ed Martin for transporting the beacon.

Loggerheads Arts & Craft Collective
We're looking for new members. We're a small, friendly local group of artists and
crafters, aiming to support the individual member and the group as a whole through
shared activities/workshop/classes/exhibitions and more. For more information please
contact Gabriele on 07811 478781or email: gabrielesmolarz@onetel.com

Tinkers Lane in Ashley - ideas for future use please
The Parish Council has owned a 2 acre
feld in Ashley since 1972. It is located
on Tinkers Lane which is sandwiched
between Pinewood Road and Lower
Road and was originally a tip. In the
1970s the Council flled the tip and
grassed it over for recreational use.
It has a public right of way running
along the top edge and is on a natural
slope that restricts the use that can be
made of the land. In the 1980s the
scouts used the land on occasion for
for Summer camps.
The Parish Council is considering what to do with this parcel of land and is
seeking views from residents. If you would like to offer an idea please
contact the Clerk.
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 or email loggerheadspc@btconnect.com

School Crossing
The County is currently advertisng the vacant post.

Staffordshire County Council
is now recruiting for a

School Crossing Patrol
at Newcastle Road, Loggerheads.

Please note we can only accept online applications.
You can apply for the vacancy at:
www.wmjobs.co.uk

For more details about the post please email or call Paul Hankey
paul.hankey@staffordshire.gov.uk

07966 328833

Loggerheads Football Club is back at the Burntwood
Over the summer dog walkers and residents may have noticed a lot of activity in
and around the football pitch in the Burntwood. Our local Football Club is back in
village - a real boost for local sport!
What you may not have known is that the ground did not comply with rules
introduced some years ago by the FA, that required small football clubs, if they
wanted to play a certain standard of league football, to have changing facilities.
Given the isolation of the Burntwood this was impossible and meant that the frst
team, for many years, had to play all their games away from home at clubs which
had proper changing facilities.
All that's about to change! This year the team and volunteers have worked hard
during the off season to make the pitch FA compliant and, by going down a
league, where the need for changing facilities is not as strict, they had their frst
game back on home turf in August.
The team play on Sunday morning and train on Wednesday evenings and have
exciting plans to improve the facilities and attract younger players. The Parish
Council have submitted a planning application to site an additional container on
the hard standing close to the feld - this will have power and water and provide
changing facilities for teams and offcials.
The team are top of their league and get as many as 35 lads out for training. It is
so popular they are about to start a reserve team. A list of fxtures are going up in
the pubs and in CO-OP for the teams. Footballers are encouraged to join or, if
you don't play, please go along and support your local team.
For further information please contact: Kevin Jones 07493 435053

Come along and join in!

Carols at the Car Wash
Friday 13th December at 6.30pm
Hugo Meynell School Choir, Ashley, Loggerheads & Mucklestone Community Choirs

See Santa arrive on his sleigh.

Hot Mince Pies - Juice and Mulled Wine

But mainly YOURSELVES

Befrienders Annual Review
Loneliness among the elderly is well known issue and the population in Loggerheads is
more aged than the UK average. Befrienders play a much-needed role in supporting the
community and they tailor their work to suit local needs. There's something for everyone
with our regular programme of all sorts of activities from; home visits, table games,
Summer craft afternoons, coffee mornings
[with occasional guest speakers] and Fun
Mobility. The last consists of chair exercises
to music. This is always very successful and
we've had lots of positive feedback.
Activities are not always centred on the Fire
Station. We have a good relationship with
Hugo Meynell School and other local
organisations and we've enjoyed both a
Christmas Lunch, Carols and, for the frst time, we celebrated National Poetry Day in
October. The event was made even better with the tea and cakes that followed and
sharing the poems the children and friends had learnt. This year we had a Spring visit to
Wollerton Old Hall Garden and in August, a garden party at Tyrley Locks.
We have organised activities every month at the Community Fire Station.
This is our programme for the next 2 months:
Fun Mobility & Coffee 10 am -12 noon December 6th & 20th, January 3rd & 17th
Open Coffee Morning 10 am -12 noon January 24th & 31st
Games Afternoon
Silver Diners

2pm – 4pm

December 11th & January 8th

December 13th & January 10th

[venues to be announced]

In the last year we have been helped with two grants from Drayton Action for Health
and Councillor Paul Northcott’s fund. Many thanks to both; these monies help us to
buy additional equipment and host events.
We couldn't do what we do without our volunteers. A huge thank you to you all for
transporting our friends to events, making cakes, answering the phone, visiting people
in their homes and a host of other tasks.
We know our Friends very much appreciate what we do and we get a lot of joy and
satisfaction by helping them. The Befrienders' door is always open both to newcomers
and volunteers alike to help out in any capacity you can. If you want to fnd out more
please contact 07523 512934 or email loggerheadsbefrienders@gmail.com

Signifcant changes to Highways Reporting
The system where members of the public report to the County about highway problems has
changed. The telephone reporting system is no longer in operation and the email inbox is not
monitored; both replaced by a digitally based system. If you want to report a highway issue the
only way to do it is through the Staffordshire Counties Website and use the “MyStaffs” App.
The App can be downloaded to most smart phones and tablet mobile devices on the Apple or
Android platforms. Here are the full details and links:•

Reporting defects: download MyStaffs mobile, or via our online portal at
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/reportit The MyStaffs App is free to download on a
smartphone or tablet. You can report problems immediately on-the-go, plot the exact
location and can even attach photos.

•

Update on an existing report: please go to Report It www.staffordshire.gov.uk/reportit
and input your report reference number.

•

General enquiries: please visit our new website and FAQ pages
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/highways

The County recognises that not everyone will be able to use the new reporting methods and
Councillors are looking at ways to assist customers who fnd the digital world confusing. County
Councilors who have been informed of highway issues will only be allowed to use a dedicated
emergency repair line and will still have to report using the methods described above.
If customers need to raise issues with their County representatives it will be helpful, if they
already have a reference number from their reporting of the original fault.
Paul Northcott, County Councillor: mob 07900 600009
email paul.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk

Community Library and LCIS update from Paul Northcott - County Councillor
Recently our Chairman, David Loades, has stood down the after many years service. The library
nearly closed in 2017 and David and myself stepped in to take on the contract of running the
Community Library from the County Council. David has been there from the start and together
with community members and myself kept the place running. We have, with help from the
Parish Council, also published the Community News.
Our long-standing treasurer, Stephanie Gilder, has also had to resign.
I want to take this opportunity to thank and wish them all the very best in their new pursuits.
The Library can only run with voluntary help. Our team have worked extremely hard to raise our
profle and we have increased the footfall in the library. We're now seeking 2 volunteers:•
•

Chairman / administrator / secretary, who together with myself will run things and look
after the needs of our volunteers.
Treasurer to key an eye on the fnances.

If interested please contact one of the Library volunteers or myself: Paul Northcott, Acting
Chairman, Loggerheads Community Library: prnorthcott@gmail.com Mob: 07900 600009

Loggerheads Parish Council, Community Fire Station,
Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ
Telephone: 01630 – 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE
www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk
Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the Parish Council are held at 7pm at Loggerheads Fire Station (unless
otherwise stated) on third Monday of the month.
Ashley Ward:
Cllr Bob Dickson
Cllr Sue Fox
Cllr Bunty Hodgkins
Cllr Michael Lee
Cllr Dave Swan

Loggerheads Ward:
Cllr Donald Butterworth
Cllr Peter Chamberlain
Cllr Dave Coulson
Cllr Leah-Marie Gibson
Cllr Pat Henshaw
Cllr Ed Martin
Cllr Ray Salmons
Cllr Andy Swetman

Mucklestone Ward:
Cllr Jamie Friend
Cllr Graham Sedgley
Cllr Jim Vallings
Tyrley Ward:
Cllr Roy Claydon
Cllr John Knight
Cllr Harry Roberts

County Councillor
Paul Northcott

p.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk

Mob: 07900 600009

Loggerheads Community Library Hub
The Loggerheads Community Library Hub has the same hours as the library:
Monday: 10.00 – 13.00, Tuesday: 14.00 – 17.30, Wednesday: Closed
Thursday: 9.00 – 13.00,
Friday: 14.00 – 17.30,
Saturday: 10.00 – 13.00.
Outside these times the Library is available for bookings by local groups for a donation.
We have seating for up to 19, along with group areas and workstations.
Further information please telephone 01630 – 673117
Community Support
In the Community Library Hub we offer a lot more than just a library! There's support
and information services for the community every day we're open. We'll do our best to
respond, if we don't have an immediate answer we'll research for you.
We also hold County, Borough, Parish Councillor and Police surgeries in the Community
Hub at the following times. Please note we're closed Bank Holidays.
County & Borough Councillors: 3rd Monday of the month: 11.00 – 13.00.
Parish Councillors: 4th Monday of the month: 11.00 – 13.00.
Police surgery: 1st/2nd Friday of the month: 16.00 – 17.30.

