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Thanks to Josh Sedgley for the photographs of the Spring flowers and school crossing patrollers.

LOGGERHEADS COMMUNITY NEWS
Community Library Hub

Loggerheads Neighbourhood Plan
REFERENDUM ON 10TH JANUARY 2019
YOU WERE ASKED THE QUESTION:
DO YOU WANT NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME BOROUGH COUNCIL TO
USE THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR LOGGERHEADS TO HELP IT
DECIDE PLANNING APPLICATIONS IN THE PARISH OF
LOGGERHEADS?

887 people voted, 91% of you said YES
THANK YOU
Cllr Andy Swetman, Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group says
“This document will help to protect the existing character and shape future
development of housing and community facilities in the parish of
Loggerheads. I am delighted with the overwhelming YES vote and thank all
those residents who voted and supported the Plan”.

SCHOOL CROSSING PATROLS SAVED

COMMUNITY CENTRE FOR LOGGERHEADS
What we have
The amenities we have in Loggerheads have not kept pace with population
growth. In short, we've a small town population with village hamlet amenities!
Loggerheads lags a long way behind many comparably sized places and, in
spite of having proportionately more properties in higher council tax bands,
we don't have sporting, recreational, educational or medical facilities in line
with our contribution to the rates. Apart from a few small play areas, an
undersized football pitch and the fire station, Loggerheads doesn't have any
open sports fields or easily-accessible public buildings that can be used by
the local community to provide the range of amenities that we deserve.
What you want
You told us in earlier surveys what you liked about living here but, more to
the point, you also listed what additional things you would like to see. We've
used your 'list' as the basis for our plans. Leisure and recreational facilities
came out top with residents expressing strong support for additional sports
grounds that caters for a wide range of activities, leisure facilities, health
centre, community hall, youth centre, coffee shop, creche, play areas with lots
of car parking.
What we want to do
We're looking to build a community centre with sports facilities. In 2016 the
Parish Council published a Parish Plan which had a vision for 'A Community
Centre including facilities for all ages, as well as sports'. This vision became a
'policy' in the Neighbourhood Plan [NP], and this issue, along with others,
was voted on in the referendum on 10 January 2019:
To enable and encourage a balanced mix of uses, including a range of local
community and sport facilities accessible by walking, cycling or short car journeys.
http://www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk/Pages/117/Submitted+Neighbourhood+Plan

The results from January's referendum showed overwhelming support for the
NP and gives us a better opportunity to shape our future. In short, we now
have more control over what we do and it's a real chance to bring this project
to life. Referendum apart, there are two other significant issues we've taken
into account:-

• Firstly, in spite of being in a rural setting we're woefully short of
recreational amenity space. With our local population of nearly 4,500
there is, when benchmarked against the Fields in Trust guidelines,
deemed to be a shortfall of 25 acres of recreational amenity space.
• Secondly, recent changes in Government planning guidance now
encourage developments that get people active and healthy. In short and particularly where there is local support - we can use the freedom
t h e Referendum gives us to get facilities that we need to promote
healthy communities. The aim is to create a healthy living environment
where taking part in physical activity is easy and there are places and
spaces that encourage and support community engagement.
Where we're planning to locate the facilities
We can't have community facilities without a place to put them. Policy LNP S2,
in the NP earmarks two sites*, on land alongside Market Drayton Road for
community sports and recreational use.
These sites are set aside for
community and sports purposes; uses that do not address this need will not
be approved.
* map 8, p.66, areas LV1 & LV2 in the Neighbourhood Plan link
How we're going to do it
We have set up a Community Interest Company [CIC] to take the project
forward. CICs are a type of company designed for social enterprises that use
their profits and assets for the public good.
CICs are straightforward to set up and constituted to ensure they work
transparently and for the benefit of the community. Our local CIC will be one
of over 10,000 set up in the UK in recent years.
Make no mistake this is a big local project that requires planning approval
and a lot of effort . We will need specialist input at all stages from 'drawing
board' onwards. The first task for the CIC is to apply for grants – typically £k's
– to various public bodies to enable us to tap into the design and planning
expertise we need to bring the project to life.
This is our first report on the Community Centre proposals and we'll keep you
up to date in the Community News.

Newcastle Rural Community Library Information Hub at Loggerheads
We can help “It’s Good to Talk” - Learn About Loneliness with others.

Once you start losing things, it’s easy to imagine that you’ll get used to losing the rest.
Maybe that’s why we think older people learn to deal with loneliness more quickly than
the young – because they’ve already lost homes, friends, wives, husbands, even their
minds. We think they have less to look forward to. Studies suggest that children and
adults feel equally strong emotions, but adults have had a lifetime to learn to regulate the
experience and expression of those emotions. They have had more time to learn which
works for them, and the context. Yet the actual feelings are the same, no matter your age.
There is always grief at the loss of those things that tie you to who you think you are –
your beloved dog, your best friend who moves away to a new school, your children, your
spouse. That grief is yours to bear alone.
There are over 9 million people who feel lonely in the UK – a fifth of the population. Sixtythree percent of widowers, and 51% of the same age group who are divorced or
separated, say they feel lonely. In statistical terms, there is a loneliness 'epidemic'. A
condition that increases the risk of mortality by 26%.
Loneliness can strike at different times in life and it can strike any one of us. You don’t
even need to be alone to feel lonely. Some of the loneliest times can be when you are in
a crowd of people and wish you weren’t, or in a double bed with someone, knowing you
are no longer loved. It can also be hard for other people to understand that you can feel
loneliness and grief for things that you’ve never actually had: the never-born children, the
relationship that never was, the missed opportunities, the life you wanted but weren’t
brave or lucky enough to have. The lack of these things is real and it hurts. So why not:
Regardless of weather, mood or anything else, get up and go outside. Being
outside shakes your brain and gets you through that moment when it all feels too much.
Don't try to get past or get over the 'bigger issue', just celebrate the fact that you got
through that one moment. It is a war and you must win a series of tiny victories. Celebrate
each of them.
2
Accept that others won't understand. They don't and they won't, so get over it and
accept the fact that no one has a clue how sad and lonely you are. It's okay to be lonely.
People who have a similar experience may have some useful ideas, but this is your
journey, not theirs.
3
Volunteer and reach out to others to help them. It will make you feel a new and
reinvigorated.
4
Be grateful. This is actually the single most important thing you can do to feel less
lonely. Give thanks for your home, your job, your friends, your family and your health.
Then, just wait. After a certain period, you won’t feel lonely all the time.
So, drop in to see us or join one of our groups or start a group or coffee morning yourself
or just join us and volunteer locally when you want, we can help, and we want to help.
Contact the volunteers at the Library or myself, David Loades, on 07960 131408 and
please leave a message. If I'm not there I will get back to you.
1

Loggerheads Voluntary Car Scheme
This will be a new service run locally by volunteers for the benefit of residents who
have a 'medical' reason to visit a surgery, hospital, dentist or physiotherapist, but
have no means of their own to get there. Support for the scheme that we were
once part of is changing. The good news is that rather than see the scheme
disappear, local volunteers and drivers have stepped in to set up a replacement
service that will be in place on 1 April. The Parish Council has agreed to deal with
public insurance liability issues, and to cover the admin and telephone costs.
We will be called Loggerheads Voluntary Car Scheme and it's open to all parish
residents who need to be taken to any medically related appointment. For existing
users of the scheme it will be 'business as usual'; the phone number is the same
and lifts will be booked in the same way. There will be some very minor changes
both to mileage costs the way some fares are calculated, and we will, in light of
data protection requirements, ask you to sign our passenger information sheet.
If you want to use the scheme for a medical appointment please call Una, scheme
co-ordinator, on 07523 512934.
Volunteer drivers
We're looking to recruit new drivers please. Volunteering can be very flexible and
can be built around school and terms times. You can do as much or as little as you
want. Most journeys are local, taking passengers to the surgeries in Ashley, Market
Drayton or Madeley, but from time to time we go to all the main hospitals. Mileage
is paid at about 45p per mile. If you would like to take part please have a word with
Una on the above number.
Drivers need to have comprehensive insurance for the vehicle used. You also need

to tell your insurance company that you're participating in a voluntary, non-profit
car scheme. We've not heard of a case where insurance companies have increased
or refused premiums but there could be a UK first, so please check!
Don't drive but want to help?
Parking and drop off/pick up at busy times in large hospitals can be a problem.
Some of our passengers have mobility issues or, once inside a large hospital,
finding their way round can be difficult and daunting. From time to time we need
chaperones just to help the passenger to get to the right department for their
appointment and make sure they're in the right place at the right time for pick up.
If you can help please give Una a call on the number above.

Logggerheads and District
Befrienders
We are delighted to report that we have been able to extend and improve
our popular fun mobility sessions thanks to the generosity of Staffordshire
County Council through The Staffordshire Local Community Fund
sponsored by Cllr Paul Northcott. This grant has enabled us to purchase
activity equipment which will improve the effectiveness and enjoyability of
these gentle exercise sessions conducted by trained and qualified Befrienders
at the Community Fire Station.
We are always looking for new Befrienders and helpers, particularly those
who can help transport friends to our events: regular coffee mornings, games
afternoons and Silver Diners outings.
If you are able to help please contact Befrienders on 07523 512934.

Speedwatch
The Loggerheads Speedwatch volunteers will no
longer put out temporary signs telling drivers that
they are monitoring the speed of vehicles. The
requirement for warning signs has been recently
removed by Staffordshire Police. This applies
where all the speed monitoring sites are within
the village boundaries, and there are signs [like
this one] warning that you are entering a
Community Speedwatch Area.

Local deliverers for the Community News
The production of our Community Newsletter, from publishing through to
delivery, is done entirely by voluntary effort. Our sincere thanks to all those
who help. We're looking for a couple of extra volunteers please who are
willing to spend a few minutes every quarter to deliver the Newsletter in
Church Road , Ashley and Pinewood Road/Lovers Lane at Hookgate end.

Newcastle partnership: local help now available in the library hub
This is a service centrally provided by Newcastle-unde-Lyme Borough Council that is now
locally available in the Loggerheads Library Hub. The Partnership brings together a range
of organisations in the Borough whose aims are to improve social, economic and
environmental wellbeing of our residents. Robin Wiles is the Partnerships Locality Officer
for Newcastle Borough Council, and he's in the Loggerheads Community Library most
Tuesday afternoons. In March & April, except for the 5th March and 23rd April, Robin will
be in the library from 1.00pm – 4.30pm.
Robin has a depth of knowledge and can provide a lot of useful information and advice to
local voluntary & community groups. He has a particular focus on the following:•
•
•
•
•

Dementia Awareness
Financial Inclusion
Funding advice & information
Mental Health
Project development

Times can vary and if you wish to speak to Robin it's best to contact him first: landline:
01782-742493, Mob: 07717 213669 or email: robin.wiles@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Ukulele group
The person who planned to run these sessions has unfortunately had to pull out. All may
not be lost though! As a number of readers expressed interest you may still want to get
together. The easiest way could for the library hub to act as an 'email exchange' and if
you agree that your email can be shared, we could put all 'ukulele respondents' in touch
with each other and you can jointly decide. Still up for it? Please email info@lcis.info with
your consent to pass on your email addresses and we'll get you talking!

School Crossing Patrols Saved
You may have heard that the County Council planned to reduce spending on nonstatutory services, which included funding School Crossing Patrols like those we have in
Loggerheads and Madeley. The proposal was ‘called in’ by some Councillors for review
and then went out to the public for comment. Following much lobbying from your local
County Councillors, representations from the Parish Council and public alike, the Cabinet
have listened and reversed their original decision.
Despite facing huge funding expectations and demands placed on the council they have
revised the spending plan for the Strategic Planning Budget for 2019-2024 to keep
funding this much valued service. This is to be formally adopted/approved at Council on
February 14th. This is great news for the safety of our community!

If you wish to contact your County or Borough Councillor please tel: 07900 600009. or
email: paul.northcott@staffordshire.gov.uk

Loggerheads Parish Council at Loggerheads Community Fire Station,
Market Drayton Road, Loggerheads, Shropshire, TF9 4EZ
Telephone: 01630 - 673426 loggerheadspc@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council: Karen J Watkins, MBE
www.loggerheadsparishcouncil.co.uk
Parish Council Meetings
Meetings of the Council are held at 7pm at Loggerheads Fire Station (unless
otherwise stated) on third Monday of the month.
Ashley Ward:
Cllr Sue Fox
Cllr Bunty Hodgkins
Cllr Michael Lee
Cllr Dave Swan
Vacancy

Loggerheads Ward:
Cllr Donald Butterworth
Cllr Peter Chamberlain
Cllr Dave Coulson
Cllr Leah-Marie Gibson
Cllr Pat Henshaw
Cllr Ed Martin
Cllr Ray Salmons
Cllr Andy Swetman

Mucklestone Ward:
Cllr Jamie Friend
Cllr Graham Sedgley
Cllr Jim Vallings
Tyrley Ward:
Cllr Karen Bennett
Cllr Roy Claydon
Cllr John Knight

Loggerheads Community Library Hub
The Loggerheads Community Library Hub has the same hours as the library:
Monday: 10.00 – 13.00,

Tuesday: 14.00 – 17.30,

Wednesday: Closed

Thursday: 9.00 – 13.00,

Friday: 14.00 – 17.30,

Saturday: 10.00 – 13.00.

Outside these times the Library is available for bookings by local groups for a
donation. We have seating for up to 19, along with group areas and workstations.
Further information please telephone 01630 – 673117

Community Support
In the Community Library Hub we offer a lot more than just a library! We offer
support and information services for the community on every day we're open. We'll
do our best to respond to your questions or, carry out research on your behalf if we
do not have an immediate answer for you.
We also hold County, Borough, Parish Councillor and Police surgeries in the
Community Hub at the following times. Please note we're closed Bank Holidays.
County & Borough Councillors: 3rd Monday of the month: 11.00 – 13.00.
Parish Councillors: 4th Monday of the month: 11.00 – 13.00.
Police surgery: 1st Friday of the month: 16.00 – 17.30.

